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St. Augustine’s Catholic Primary School 
We try to follow Jesus by loving each other and caring for God’s world. 

NEWSLETTER ~ 13th September 2019 
 

If you would like a paper copy of this newsletter, you can collect a printed version from the entrance area out-
side the school office or ask at the office. 

Year 6 Residential Trip to Hilltop 
 
Year 6 had a wonderful time at the start of this 
week, at the Hilltop centre in Sherringham. Every 
day was filled with exciting activities that really 
challenged the children to face their fears and 

support and trust each other. 
Miss Costello, Mrs Coates 
and Miss Swindell were also 
pushed to their limits by taking part in the activities too. 

School Meals/After School Clubs/Trips and Activities Wise Pay 
 
Please make sure all meals are booked by 11.30pm on  Sunday night 
for the week commencing. The system closes at this time and meals 
can no longer be ordered. The school cannot take orders at the office 

as cook Lynn orders food in advance and there is no guarantee your child will 
get the meal they would like.  
All school trips, after school clubs and activities are booked paid via WisePay. 
Pupil Premium children who would like to attend are also welcome to book a 
space using the Pupil Premium selection choice.  
Please contact the office as soon as you are aware if you have a problem 
logging in and we will try to remedy it as quickly as possible 
Please ensure that your child’s packed lunch is a balanced and healthy meal 
and that sweets and fizzy/sugary drinks are not included. All packed lunch 
containers should be named. Remember we have children with nut allergies so 
no nuts in the lunch boxes. Thank you. 

Parking Around the School 
 
We have only been back in school for 9 days and there 
are already problems with parking around Cleves Way 
and Hussenbeth Close! Please make sure you always 
park considerately!   
We have a long standing arrangement with St Walstan's 
Church and the Costessey Centre that parents can park in their car parks before 
and after school, in order to walk and drop off/collect children.  Please avoid 
parking on Cleves Way and Hussenbeth Close as we do not want to ruin the 
good community relationship we have with the residents. Please stop and think, 
if this was your place of residence would you be happy coming home and not 
being able to park in your drive? 
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Uniform and Jewellery 
 
Everyone looks very smart in their school uniform 
this week! As a reminder, school uniform consists 
of black or grey trousers, skirt or shorts, white or 
sky blue polo shirt, blue sweatshirt or cardigan, 
blue gingham dress (Summer Term) and sensible  
plain black school shoes.  Your child should have 
a PE kit in school every day which should consist 
of a white t-shirt, black or navy shorts and PE 
shoes. Children should also have an outdoor PE 
kit in school such as jogging bottoms, warm 
sweatshirt and trainers. Do remember that long 
hair must be tied back everyday. 
Please ensure that children only wear 1 pair of 
stud earrings for school but these must be 
removed for PE. Plasters must be worn over the 
top of any earrings that cannot be removed for 
any reason. 
 
Information Home 
 
If your family circumstances mean that parental 
responsibility is shared, and both sets of parents/
carers require school reports, newsletter and 
photographs sent home, please provide the 
information to the office. We understand how 
important it is for all parents/carers to be involved 
in the education school life of their child.  If this is 
applies to you, please let us know. 
 
Equipment 
 
Please make sure all your child's uniform and 
personal belongings are clearly named.  Uniform 
that is not named will be washed and put on the 
second-hand uniform rail to be sold. 
 
Late Items 
 
Any items brought to the office must be clearly 
marked with child's name and class. Items not 
named may not get to the right child. 

Norwich Science Festival 
 
Norwich Science Festival returns for October half-
term – 18–26 October 2019 – with nine days of 
inspirational exhibitions, sensational shows and an 
abundance of hands-on science activities for all 
ages and all levels of knowledge; plus a dedicated 
learning programme for schools, youth groups and 
home-educated learners.  Booking is now open 
and you can get further details by following this 
link.  
https://norwichsciencefestival.co.uk/ 
 
Many thanks, Mr Dodson 
 
 

 
Key Stage 2 Mass 

 

Friday 20th September 2019 
 

9:15am 
 

In the School Hall 
 
 

St. Augustine’s would like to invite all families 
and friends to our KS2 Mass to  

celebrate Saint Matthew. 

 
This year the whole school is 

learning about: 
 

‘Our Local Community.’ 
 

Do you know which county you 
live in? 

Can you find it on a map of the 
United Kingdom? 

 

Parent Support Advisor 
 
We are pleased to welcome our new PSA  
Andrea Bell to St. Augustine’s. Her role is to 
support parents with their own wellbeing and offer 
guidance, even if it is just to take ‘time for 
yourself’, have a cuppa and say, ‘Hello,’ and to 
ask any questions that you may have. You may 
contact her on her email.  
andrea.bell@benjaminfoundation.co.uk 

A Parent Support Adviser can: 

 Meet to talk where you feel most comfortable. 

 Help you see what you are doing well as a 
parent. 

 Give you hints and tips about general 
parenting issues. 

 Find Services and other Agencies available to 
help you and your family and encourage good 
attendance. 

 Foster positive relationships between home 
and school. 
 
These are just some of the things they can offer! 
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Worries and Concerns About Your Child 

Your first point of call should be your child's class teacher. This can be done by popping a note in your 
child's bag to be passed to the teacher, contacting the school office via phone (01603 743317), email 
(office@st-augustine.norfolk.sch.uk) or via the 'Contact Us' option on the school website, or in person, to 
have a message passed on or to arrange an appointment with a member of staff. 

Mornings are not the best time to ask to speak to class teachers as they are usually busy helping the 
children into a classroom, providing support to any upset children and getting the school day off to a good 
start. Home time is usually less busy and class teachers may be available for a chat then, but please wait 
until all of the children have found their parents/carers and the teacher is free. 

If there are occasions when you need to speak to Miss Swindell to discuss your concern, particularly if it 
is a family issue or a significant concern, please contact the school office to make an appointment. 

Absence from School 
In the event of absence, please ensure the school office is contacted before 9:30am on the first day to 
explain the absence. If we have not been notified of a reason for absence by this time, regulations state 
that the absence must be recorded as ‘unauthorised’. We will call the contacts we have for your child if 
we haven't heard why they are absent for Safeguarding concerns. 
 
Leave of Absence 
Leave of absence from school may only be authorised if there are exceptional circumstances: family 
holidays do not usually meet this criteria. We have an absence request form for exceptional 
circumstances and always appreciate parents' honesty regarding absence. Children normally tell their 
teacher and class friends why they have been off, so please be honest in your request! 
 
Please remember to update your child’s emergency contact details! 
Due to changes in the updated government document ‘Keeping Children Safe In Education’, it is 
recommended that schools should have two emergency contacts for every child at the school. Please 
could you ensure that the school has up to date details for two adult contacts for your children. 
 
Parking Around the School 
Please make sure you always park considerately!  We have a long standing arrangement with St 
Walton's Church and the Costessey Centre that parents can park in their car parks before and after 
school, in order to walk and drop off/collect children.  Please avoid parking on Cleves Way and 
Hussenbeth Close as we do not want to ruin the good community relationship we have with the 
residents. 
 
Entrance Gates  
Can we please remind you to use the pedestrian gates to keep you safe when coming into school. The 
small gates are for pedestrians. The large gates are for vehicles. Please use the small gate when 
walking into school and NOT the vehicle gate! We have many delivery lorries coming in and out of 
school and we would like to keep everyone safe.   
The car park is for staff and visitors ONLY at all times. 
 
Security Around School 
When you visit the school and come through the gate can you please ensure you shut the gate even if 
you are  going to be leaving straight away. This is to keep all our children safe whilst at school. It has 
been noted that the gate is being left open when children are being collected at lunch-time.  Even when 
you are in the playground waiting for your children to be brought down please make sure the gate is 
closed as a child may see their parent coming up the path and decide to run after them. 
 
Playground Equipment 
Please make sure all children are kept off the playground equipment before and after school due to 
health and safety reasons thank you. 
 
Swimming on Wednesday with Year 3/4- 
Mr Long's Class (Griffins) are going swimming this half term starting on Wednesday 11th September. 
They will be having lunch from 11:45-12:15. The bus will take them to swimming at Nelson School.  
  
 
 
 



Free school meals - what is it and can I get it? 

If you have children in reception, year 1 or year 2 and they go to a state school they are 

entitled to free school meals regardless of your household income, but if you are in re-

ceipt of any of the benefits below please apply as you will also be able to get help with 

the cost of school uniform, trips etc. 

From year 3 onwards your children could get free lunches at school if you are receiving 

one of the benefits below: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have 

an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 

 Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment someone may receive for a further four 

weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must 

be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) at the time 

of your application. If your income goes above the threshold in the future, but you re-

main on Universal Credit, your child will still be eligible (see below). If you applied be-

fore 1 April 2018 there was no household income threshold for Universal Credit claim-

ants. 
If your child is currently receiving free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they fin-

ish the phase of schooling (primary or secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022. 



 
Dates for the Diary! 
 
Autumn Term 2019 
 
16th Sep Sports Day: 9:30am KS1 sports, 1:30pm KS2 sports - friends and families welcome 
20th Sep KS2 Mass at 9:15am in the school hall - friends and families welcome  
4th Oct CAFOD Family Fast Day – Non Uniform: 4th October 
  Whole School CAFOD Mass in the school hall at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
15th Oct Individual School Photos 
 
Friday 18th October 2019  Last day of school before Half Term 
 
HALF TERM  Monday 21st October to Friday 25th October 2019 
 
Monday 28th October 2019  Children back to school 
 
1st Nov KS2 All Saints Mass in St. Walstan’s at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
6th Nov Parent Meetings with the class teachers from 3:15pm to 7:00pm 
7th Nov Parent Meetings with the class teachers from 3:15pm to 6:00pm 
8th Nov Y5&6 Mass in the school hall at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
22nd Nov KS1 Mass in the school hall at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
13th Dec Y3&4 Mass in the school hall at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
18th Dec Whole School End of Term Mass in the school at 9:15am - friends and families welcome 
 
Thursday 19th December 2019  End of Autumn Term - School finishes at 1:30pm 
 
--- 
 

Spring Term 2020 
 
Monday 6th January 2020  Children back to school 
Friday 14th February 2020  Last day of school before Half Term 
HALF TERM  Monday 17th February to Friday 21st February 2020 
Monday 24th February 2020 Children back to school 
Thursday 2nd April 2020  End of Spring Term - School finishes at 1:30pm 
 
--- 
 

Summer Term 2020 
 
Monday 20th April 2020  Children back to school 
Friday 8th May 2020 BANK HOLIDAY School Closed 
Friday 22nd May 2020  Last day of school before Half Term 
HALF TERM  Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2019 
Monday 1st June 2019  Children back to school 
Friday 17th July 2019   End of Summer Term - School finishes at 1:30pm 




