
 

Reception Two Week Home Learning Plan 

 Monday 20th April to Friday 1st May 

 

 

 

Hello families! We hope you managed to have some fun over Easter, it was lovely to see some of the 

things you did on Tapestry.  Here are two weeks of activities for you to try at home.  Please post what 

you have done on Tapestry and as always, send us a message if you need further ideas or help. 

Stay safe and best wishes,  

Mrs Kirby, Mrs Jeal and Mrs Buddle :) 

 

Reading 
Challenges 

1. Another reminder that Oliver Jeffers is reading one of his books, every week day at 6pm - check the 
link for more information: https://ojstuff.com/ 

2. Read some nature themed books to your child - you may own some of these already or you may be 
able to watch these on YouTube or read them via e-book format. Here are our suggestions: Percy 
The Park Keeper, The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle, Not A Stick by Antoinette Portis, Yucky Worms by 
Viv French, Oliver's Vegetables by Vivian French and Alison Bartlett, Titch by Pat Hutchins, Katie 
and the Sunflowers by James Mayhew and Jasper’s Beanstalk by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen.  

3. Reading comprehension questions to ask your child when hearing them read: Who is telling the 
story? What is the story about? How do you think that character is feeling? Why? If you could 
change the ending, what would happen? What did you like about the book? Is this book fiction or 
nonfiction? Describe the setting of the story in your own words. Can you change the ending? 

4. Sorting fiction from non-fiction. Look around your home and gather a pile of books (this could be a 
mixture of child and adult books). Make a sign ‘fiction’ and ‘non-fiction’ and ask your child to sort the 
books into piles - which ones are fiction (made up stories) and non-fiction / finding out books (based 
on fact). 

5. Create your own version of traditional ‘snap’. This one could be nature based! You could watch 
some YouTube videos of different wildlife, or perhaps take a local walk to spot some or perhaps 
even have a look for wildlife in the garden (if you have one accessible).  Ask your child what they 
found and create a word bank for them (a list of words). Now create some snap cards: bug, bee, ant, 
snail, slug, butterly, caterpillar etc. Make sure these words are written on two cards and your child 
could have a go at spotting the matching word. Or perhaps you could create a ‘Sensory Hunt’ write 
some words such as rough, smooth, hard, soft, furry, squishy etc. Read a word and ask your child to 
find something, or perhaps more than one if possible, 
outside. Your child could then collect piles of different 
items next to each word (sticks, stones, feathers, grass, 
mud etc). See photos for inspiration.    

6. Ask your child to come up with their own story, they 
could use toys, puppets or anything they wish to create 
the story. As they start verbally telling the story, scribe 
what they say or if your hands are full, perhaps film 
them. You could then read through the story to them or 
get them to watch it back. Ask them what they liked 
about their story. Could they retell it again and change 
parts? The focus is that your child is the storyteller, just 
like their favourite author.  This idea is based on the ‘Helicopter Stories’ concept, something we 
practice in school with the children:  
https://www.makebelievearts.co.uk/helicopterstorieslettingimaginationfly 

 
7. Keep logging into the Phonics Play website and ask your child to choose games based on their 

Phonics knowledge (between Phase 2 and Phase 4).  
 

https://ojstuff.com/
https://www.makebelievearts.co.uk/helicopterstorieslettingimaginationfly


 

Phase 2 Sounds:  
Set 1: s, a, t, p. 

Set 2: i, n, m, d. 

Set 3: g, o, c, k. 

Set 4: ck, e, u, r. 

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss. 

 

Phase 2 Tricky Words: 

I, go, to, the, no, into 

Phase 3 Sounds: 

Set 6: j, v, w, x. 

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu. 

Consonant digraphs: ch, 
sh, th, ng. 

Vowel digraphs:ai, ee, 
oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, 
er. 

Trigraphs: igh, ear, air, 
ure. 

Phase 3 Tricky Words: 
he, she, her, we, me, 
my, be, was, all, they, 
you, are. 

If you would like the next Phase of Tricky words (Phase 4) please send us a message on Tapestry 
and we can send these to you. We haven't put these on here as we didn't get to teach Phase 4 to 
your child before schools closed. 

Writing 
Challenges 

1. Do a nature / bug hunt (or any other interesting hunt) with your child, and encourage them to write 
down the things they can see. This can be done according to your child’s individual writing level - 
see your child’s individual next steps on Tapestry. For example, if your child is a confident writer, 
they could write down what they saw independently (phonetically) and add details such as where 
they found it, what it looked like etc, in sentence form. If your child is a less confident writer they 
could focus on writing simple words in list form, or they could do something in between. There are 
many printable treasure hunts available on Twinkl, so your child could use one of these if they 
prefer, and add some of their own ideas on the bottom so they are still getting writing practice. 
Alternatively, you could plan what you might see before you go out, and get your child to write these 
down first, and then tick them off / make notes as you walk around. (Some examples of words your 
child might be able to write independently / with minimal support: bug, tree, stick, bird, pond, car, 
dog, cat. Some more challenging words your child may be able to sound out phonetically: butterfly, 
flowers, ladybird, spider, people.) 
 

2. Ask your child to write a kind note to a relative they can’t visit, a neighbour who lives alone, a friend 
they cannot see etc. You could even use your daily exercise to walk to the postbox and post it 
together. Encourage your child to think of what they would like to say to this person, and support 
them to put their ideas into sentences - talking about this together first is often a good way to support 
their idea development. Then, encourage them to get some of their ideas down on paper, at their 
own individual level (see next steps).  
 

3. Ask your child to practice writing high frequency words (words which are often used in daily life). You 
can find these on Twinkl by typing in ‘high frequency words’, and they are separated into phases in 
the same way the tricky words are. You could make this into a game, for example you could ask 
your child to write them on to small pieces of card or paper, and make them into a game of snap you 
could play together after. If your child wants an extra challenge, you could put each word into a 
sentence, as they learn it.  

 
4. Read a book together with your child, and have a chat about it after. You could ask your child 

questions like ‘what was your favourite part?’ and ‘why did you like this book?’. When your child has 
had a good chance to consider their views, they could then write their own book review. You could 
let them know that the book review will help other children to decide if they want to read it or not, so 
it is a very important thing to do! (They could also review other items, such as toys, places or films). 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-693-phase-2-high-frequency-word-mat
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-693-phase-2-high-frequency-word-mat


 

 

 
 

Maths 
Challenges 

1. Practice recognising numbers to 20.  Write down a number or hide them on pieces of paper around 
the room.  Can your child find the number you ask for? Make it into a game, so they have to find all 
the numbers you ask for in a minute for example. 

2. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/ladybird-spots This game reinforces matching 
numbers to amounts up to 10. 

3. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-
rescue This game has a variety of levels, from numbers to 10 
up to counting on and back to find the answer. Start with the 
‘find a number’ selection, before working your way through 
the levels. 

 
 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/ladybird-spots
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/helicopter-rescue


 

 
4. Have a go at doubling numbers, which is a reception target for 

the end of the year.  Start by demonstrating the idea through 
practical activities, such as painting. A good example is painting 
spots on one half of a piece of paper, folding the paper over and 
watching the spots double.  Butterfly shaped paper would be 
fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. If you have a small mirror, make it into a magic doubling mirror!  Put a 
small amount of toys, in front of the mirror and see them double!  

 
 
 

6. If you have a printer at home, use some of these activities from twinkl, to 
practice knowledge of doubles. 

             https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254575-ladybird-doubles-to-10-
activity-sheet 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-
254576-ladybird-doubles-to-20-activity-
sheet 
 
 
 
 Here are further activities for finding 
doubles. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254575-ladybird-doubles-to-10-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254575-ladybird-doubles-to-10-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254576-ladybird-doubles-to-20-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254576-ladybird-doubles-to-20-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-c-254576-ladybird-doubles-to-20-activity-sheet


 

Science / 
Engineering / 
Technology 
Challenges 

1. Make a nature wand. Use things you find in the garden or on a walk and fasten 
them to a stick.  Use sellotape, string or ribbon to fix them on. 

2. Puddle games –  Can you displace (get rid of) all the water in a puddle? Push it 
away with your feet, now you see it, now you don’t. • Who can make the biggest 
splash, find the deepest puddle, the biggest? • What shape is that puddle? • 
How many steps or wheels does it take to get around the edge (circumference) 
of the puddle? • Can you go from one puddle to another? • Drop pebbles into a 
puddle to compare the sounds of different size and depth puddles. • Make up a 
song about a puddle. • Can you make an island in a puddle? • Can you make a 
‘Bridge over puddled water’? • Can you make a leaf boat to sail on a puddle? 
With passengers? 

3. Spring is well and truly kicking in now, and the warmer weather will bring lots of 
creepy crawlies out. So get your child out in the fresh air. You'll soon notice it's teeming with wildlife!  
Can you find:  
- Worm after a spring shower. 
- A bumblebee looking for nectar. 
- A spotty ladybird exploring the grass. 
- Slimy snail in a dark damp spot. 
- Butterfly basking in the sunshine? 

4. You can make this simple feeder with items you probably already have at home: 
- Smother a cardboard tube in peanut butter (no added salt and sugar versions are suitable for 
birds). Roll it in bird seed and thread some string through the hole.Tie it up in your garden where 
birds will feel safe eating. How many garden birds will you spot? Take a look at our blog to help you 
and your children identify themCan you design and create a bird’s nest?  It needs to hold the weight 
of an egg. Ask your child questions: What will you need? What shape is a nest? How could you 
make it stronger? What shapes can you see? How many eggs can the nest carry? Can it carry any 
more? If no, why? What could you do to improve your nest? 

 

5. Step by step instructions on this lovely site called Eats Amazing. There is also links to other fun 
foodie activities too:  https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/growing-food-with-kids/growing-cress-egg-
shells 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/03/10-garden-birds/
https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/growing-food-with-kids/growing-cress-egg-shells
https://www.eatsamazing.co.uk/growing-food-with-kids/growing-cress-egg-shells


 

 

Creative 
Challenges 

1. Collect leaves, sticks, stones, petals and anything else you find in the garden or on a walk. Use them 
to make a picture. 

2. Use natural found objects to do some nature printing. For example you could find some leaves, 
flowers, sticks etc to make some interesting prints. (If you do not have any paint at home, here is a 
link to a recipe for homemade paint https://www.smartschoolhouse.com/diy-crafts/make-homemade-
paint ). 

3. Add natural found materials to paint, so your child can explore texture as they paint. For example, 
you and your child could add sand, flour, sugar, water, sawdust etc, and explore the effect this has 
on the paint. Encourage your child to observe, feel, and talk about the changes they notice.  

4. Your child could do a collage picture, using resources you have around the house. For example, 
they could use an old Argos catalogue, an old newspaper, junk mail, or old packaging to cut or tear 
up and make into a picture. They could make their favourite animal, something they saw on their 
nature walk, their favourite shape, or anything else that motivates them.  

 

https://www.smartschoolhouse.com/diy-crafts/make-homemade-paint
https://www.smartschoolhouse.com/diy-crafts/make-homemade-paint


 

 
 
 
 

Physical 
Challenges 

1. Practice forming letters correctly, either in trays of salt, sugar or sand, before practicing with a pencil 
and paper. These are the ‘curly caterpillar letters’ that all start in the same way. Begin at the top of 



 

the letter and move round to the left, before 
forming the rest of the letter. 

2. If you have any chalk, draw a hopscotch 
outside.  You could even make your own 
with different instructions in each square! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

3. Try this cosmic kids yoga story about The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr1-RiuS7pw or go to the cosmic kids website 
https://www.cosmickids.com/category/watch/ and look for The Very Hungry Caterpillar story or Coco 
the Butterfly, under the yoga section. 

 
 
 
 

RE Below are two prayers.  The first is one to say with your child, to show thanks to God for the world 
we live in.  The second is one that we say together, at the start of every school day. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr1-RiuS7pw
https://www.cosmickids.com/category/watch/

