
Nursery Home Learning w/b 1st June 
 

This half-term we are focusing on ‘Minibeasts’.  This is a lovely outdoor topic with lots of investigation and creativity. We will continue 

to use story books as a starting point. 

 

Story focus – The Snail and The Whale by Julia Donaldson 

 

Please post your photos and comments on Tapestry! 

 

Area of 

learning 

Purpose Activity 

Language 

& Literacy 

Uses vocabulary 

and forms of 

speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books. Enjoys an 

increasing range of 

books. Continues a 

rhyming string.  

 

Read your child the story of The Snail and The Whale or watch this delightful animated film 

using the link. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-whale 

 

Draw your child’s attention to the rhyming words – snail/whale, land/sand etc. There is a lot of 

rhyming in the story. Can you find the rhyming words? Can you think of other words which rhyme with them? 

The snail 'slithered'. Think of other words to describe how different creatures move.  

Social & 

emotional 

developme

nt.  

 

Can describe self in 

positive terms and 

talk about their 

abilities. Knows 

some of the things 

Even though the snail is small, he helps to save the whale. Think about your abilities. Is there 

anything that you thought you couldn't do, but you managed to when you tried? What have you 

learnt to do as you’ve got older that you couldn’t do when you were a baby? 

Mindfulness  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000cslw/the-snail-and-the-whale


Philosophy that make them 

unique.  

 

.  

Here is ‘wiggle flop’ guided mindfulness from cosmic kids- we hope you like it! Just follow 

the link below:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPZmD3x4_Nc  

 

This is a lovely exercise to do before bed or any time when you feel that some calming down 

time is needed!  

 

Phonics Can recognise 

words that rhyme. 

Can continue a 

rhyming string. 

Finish the rhyme  

Use books with predictable rhymes that your child is familiar with and then stop as you come to 

the final word in the rhyme. Invite children to complete it. For example, ‘Hickory Dickory….’ 

Use plenty of intonation and expression as the story or rhyme is recounted  

 

Rhyming soup – we have played this at Nursery  

Collect a selection of rhyming objects (e.g. bat, hat, cat) or print out the pictures in the memo 

I’ve put on Tapestry, or you could draw your own. Place them on the floor or table. Use a bowl 

and spoon as props to act out the song. Invite your child to choose an object to put into the 

soup and place it in the bowl. After each turn, stir the soup and sing the following song to recite 

the growing list of things that end up in the soup.  

Sing the first part of the song to the tune of ‘Pop Goes the Weasel’:  

‘I’m making lots of silly soup 

I’m making soup that’s silly 

I’m going to cook it in the fridge 

To make it nice and chilly’ 



 

In goes... a fox... a box... some socks...  

 

Maths  Uses familiar 

objects and 

common shapes to 

create and recreate 

patterns and build 

models.  

 

Check out White Rose Maths. Although it’s written for Reception, these activities are 

appropriate for Nursery too. 

 

https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Day-1-The-Snail-and-the-

Whale.pdf 

The activities focus on the theme ‘spirals’. 

Understan

ding the 

World 

Talks about why 

things happen and 

how things work. 

Comments and 

asks questions 

about aspects of 

their familiar world 

such as the place 

where they live or 

the natural world.  

Go on a minibeast hunt. What can you find? Use the minibeast identifier below to help you. 

 

http://resources.sparkleboxteacherresources.ltd.uk/sb2204.pdf 

 

Find out about snails by watching this video. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess-snail-adventure 

 

Where do they live? What do they eat? 

 

Look at beautiful spiral patterns in nature using this link. 

 

https://www.robertharding.com/blog/2014/01/27/spirals-in-nature/ 

 

https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Day-1-The-Snail-and-the-Whale.pdf
https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Day-1-The-Snail-and-the-Whale.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/mini-beast-adventure-with-jess-snail-adventure


Creative Create simple 

representations of 

events, people and 

objects.  

Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a planned 

effect.  

 

 

Listen to Julia Donaldson singing ‘The Snail and The Whale Song’. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9hmHFQlXXs   

 

Draw and cut out spiral shapes, like the snail has on its shell, to make spinning decorations (see 

White Rose Maths). There is a sample spiral shape at the bottom of this page which you could 

print. 

 
 

Decorate your snail spiral by gluing on pasta, rice, buttons or collage materials. 

 

 

Game  Shows increasing 

control over an 

Staying Active Throwing Game  

 



object in pushing, 

patting, throwing, 

catching or kicking 

it.  

Records, using 

marks that they can 

interpret and 

explain.  

 

This week you will be practising your throwing skills. Use different sized boxes, bowls or bins, 

you can use rolled up socks or a soft ball to throw into the target. Give yourself and your family 

lots of clapping when you get one in. You can make it harder by moving the targets further 

away or trying to do it with your eyes closed! Good luck! You could keep a tally 9 maths link) of 

your scores by making marks on a piece of paper. You could have a competition with your 

family!  

 

Fresh air, 

fitness and 

physical 

 

 

To keep healthy 

both physically and 

mentally. 

Fairy houses 

First watch this clip of Barnaby Bear going on a countryside walk and looking for fairies:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zyrd2hv  

 

Go on a walk with your child. When you are on your walk look for signs of fairies, just like 

Barnaby did with the girl in the video. Collect natural objects (sticks, leaves, fallen flower petals 

etc) on your walk ready to make a fairy house in your garden or in your house when you get 

home. When you get home use your natural objects to make a house for fairies. Really use your 

imagination to make it really cosy and inviting! You can then leave it empty to see if any fairies 

use it. Or you could put any toy fairies or any other little figures or animals in the house and 

have a play with them. You can send us a photo of the finished house if you would like.  

 

Fine motor skills (This will help you when you start to learn to write)  

Find some pipe cleaners or drinking straws. Have fun poking them through the holes of a 

colander and see if you can make them come out the other side!  



 

Life skills & 

helping 

others 

To develop 

independence.  

To work as a team. 

We know that these are challenging times for us all, but there is just so much learning to be 

done from our everyday activities, e.g. counting the fruit in the fruit bowl, unpacking the 

shopping and helping to put it away.  

Chat to your child throughout the day about what you are all doing. Make time to give your 

child your full attention and really listen to them.  

Remember to share lots of stories!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


