
Nursery Home Learning w/b 11th May 

 

Focus – Traditional Tales – The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

 

Here are some possible activities you could do with your child. 

 

Please post your photos and comments on Tapestry! 

 

Area of 

learning 

Purpose Activity 

Language 

& Literacy 

To listen to 

stories with 

increasing 

attention and 

recall. To join in 

with repeated 

refrains and 

anticipate key 

events and 

phrases in rhymes 

and stories. To 

begin to be 

aware of the way 

stories are 

structured. To 

Read your child the story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff or watch the video using the link. 

 

https://uk.mantralingua.com/content/three-billy-goats-gruff 

  

Emphasise the connectives used in the story e.g. ‘Next’, ‘But’ and ‘Now’.  

 

Put the story in order using the pictures on this link - http://resources.mysparklebox.co.uk/6000-

7000/sb6312.pdf 

 

Learn this rhyme with your child 

 

Trippety-trip went Little Billy Goat over the rickety bridge. 

Trottity-trot went Middle Billy Goat over the rickety bridge.  

Trampety-tramp went Big Billy Goat over the rickety bridge.  

https://uk.mantralingua.com/content/three-billy-goats-gruff


describe main 

story settings, 

events and 

principal 

characters.  

Help your child to act it out: small dainty movements for Little Billy Goat: more pronounced for 

Middle Billy Goat, big stamping movements for Big Billy Goat.  

Recall key phrases from the text, “Who’s that trip-trapping over my bridge?” 

Social & 

emotional 

developme

nt.  

 

Philosophy 

Understands that a 

person’s actions 

can affect others 

and begins to label 

feelings. Begins to 

develop ideas of 

right and wrong.  

Talk about the lessons learnt in the story – being greedy does not pay!  

 

Take turns to be the troll or a billy goat. Ask the troll questions like, “Why do you hide under a 

bridge? How did you feel when someone/something crosses the bridge?”  Ask the billy goats, 

“Why did you want to cross the bridge? What was it like when the troll appeared?”  

 

Consider what a troll is. Compare it to other make-believe monsters, e.g. giants, ogres, wolves. 

Was the troll a ‘baddie’ or was it just hungry?  Should the troll have let the goats across the 

bridge? 

 

Phonics Hears and says the 

initial sound in 

words. Links 

sounds to letters, 

sounding out the 

letters of the 

alphabet. Begins to 

blend sounds 

together orally to 

form words. 

Log on to Jolly Phonics website and learn some more sounds & songs! 

 

Keep practising writing your name! I’d love to see how you are getting on. 

 

Try putting some sounds together orally to form words, e.g. c-a-t. Think of words using the 

letters ‘s, a, t, p, i, n’ (e.g. sat, pin, nip, pat, tap, pit, pip) and sound them out, clapping each 

phoneme (sound) with your child, then blend the sounds to make the whole word orally.  

 



Maths  Says the number 

that is one more 

than a given 

number. Counts 

objects to 10, and 

beginning to 

count beyond 10. 

Recognises 

numerals 1 to 5.  

 

Play ‘Cross the River’ with your child.  

Create numbered stepping stones by writing numbers 1-5, or 1-10 on pieces of paper or card. 

Put down a big piece of blue or green fabric (a sheet or similar) to represent the river in the 

story. Place the numbered stepping stones in order from one side of the ‘river’ to the other – 

your child can help you order the stepping stones. Ask them questions such as, “What comes 

after 3?” What’s the number after 5?” “What’s one more than 6?” etc.  

 

Once the stepping stones are in order (check they are not slippery to walk on) you can play the 

game. The aim is for your child to move across the stepping stones in a variety of ways. They 

may wish to call out the numbers on the stones as they land on them, they may wish to jump 

from stone to stone, or to hop or step across them. Depending on your child’s level of number 

recognition, begin by using the stepping stones numbered one to five. As they become more 

familiar with these numbers, add the higher ones.  

Pretend to be the Billy Goats crossing the river, encouraging your child to develop their own 

ideas for individual movements inspired by the three goats in the story. The smallest goat steps 

gingerly and lightly over the bridge, the middle-sized goat has a heavier tread, and the big goat 

tramps noisily across it. 

 

Remind your child to call out the numbers on the stepping stones to define where they are 

across the river. Extend the activity by introducing concepts that relate to moving up and down 

the number line. Introduce questions that will encourage your child to solve simple problems. 

For example, ask them to go forward two stones and ask where they will be if they go back one 

stepping stone. 

 



Understan

ding the 

World 

Talks about why 

things happen and 

how things work. 

Comments and 

asks questions 

about aspects of 

their familiar world 

such as the place 

where they live or 

the natural world.  

 

 

This tale focuses on a bridge that the three billy goats gruff need to cross to reach the lush grass 

on the other side. Extend your child's understanding of bridges by researching them on the 

internet. Look for bridges in a variety of contexts: bridges over roads, railways and water; bridges 

that carry pedestrians, wheeled vehicles, trains or water. 

Encourage your child to think about the way the bridges have been constructed, what materials 

have been used and how access to the bridges has been organised. Then have a go at making 

your own bridges with a range of materials (e.g. building blocks, card, straws) Which bridge is 

the least rickety? Which is the strongest? Recall what you learned when you built and tested 

houses for the three little pigs last week – are your results similar?  

 

Game  .  

 

Try this counting and number recognition game, your child will be familiar with it – 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/underwater-counting 

 

Or use this game to practise letter formation – 

https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/activities/letterformation/ 

 

Play a board game with your family. Do you have any Orchard games? These are great. 

 

Creative Begins to build a 

repertoire of songs 

and dances.  

Creates movement 

Song: The goats came marching  

 

The goats came marching one by one,  

Hurrah, hurrah  

The goats came marching one by one,  

https://www.doorwayonline.org.uk/activities/letterformation/


in response to 

music.  

 

Hurrah, hurrah  

The goats came marching one by one –  

The little one stopped, to bask in the sun,  

Then they all came marching,  

Over the rickety bridge. 

The goats came marching two by two,  

Hurrah, hurrah  

The little one stopped, to look at the view... 

The goats came marching three by three,  

Hurrah, hurrah  

The little one stopped, to sit by a tree... 

Then they all came marching,  

Over the rickety bridge. 

 

Once your child is familiar with the song, use it to march to – it’s ideal for outdoor marching! 

Extend the song to cover numbers to ten by helping children to make up further rhymes for four 

by four, and so on. 

   

Fresh air & 

fitness 

 

 

To keep healthy 

both physically 

and mentally. 

Build yourself a bridge in the garden out of planks, crates, bricks etc. Remember to use these 

things safely! 

 

Practise moving in different ways around the garden -skipping, running, jumping, hopping, 

galloping, crawling. Try moving sideways and backwards! 

 



Water the plants. Have your seeds and plants been growing quickly in the warm weather and 

after the rain? 

 

Life skills & 

helping 

others 

To develop 

independence.  

To work as a 

team. 

Help with food preparation. Wash vegetables and cut them up carefully (under supervision). 

Have a look what’s inside different vegetables – do they have seeds?  

 

Learn how to make your bed in the morning. 

 

Help put the clean cutlery away after it’s been washed up or been in the dishwasher. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


