
Nursery Home Learning w/b 8th June 

 

This half-term we are focusing on ‘Minibeasts’.  This is a lovely outdoor topic with lots of investigation and creativity. We will 

continue to use story books as a starting point. 

 

Story focus – The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 

Please post your photos and comments on Tapestry! 

 

Area of 

learning 

Purpose Activity 

Language 

& Literacy 

Uses vocabulary 

and forms of 

speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books. Enjoys an 

increasing range of 

books.  

 

Can recite the days 

of the week. 

 

Read your child the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar or watch/listen to the story using the 

link. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY 

As you are watching the story, encourage your child to join in with repeated parts of the story, 

“..but he was still hungry.”  As the caterpillar eats a new food, encourage your child to count 

along with you, “one, two, three plums...” Ask your child to guess what food the caterpillar 

might eat next. Talk together about your favourite foods. 

Create a story map of the ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ – draw pictures of what is happening 

in the story (adult writes the words) and use this to retell the story. Add actions to the pictures 

too to help you remember what you say. 



 

 

 

 

Role-play the story. Recreate the story in whatever way you like! You can pretend to be the 

caterpillar -what could you use for a cocoon? (You could hatch out of a sleeping bag, a sheet 

wrapped around you, a big coat…) 

  

Learn the days of the week. There are lots of songs on Youtube to help you. Try this one! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtQcnZ2JWsY 

 

Keeping 

healthy 

Eats a healthy 

range of foodstuffs 

and understands 

need for variety in 

food. Shows some 

understanding that 

good practices with 

Focus on healthy eating – 5 a-day. Think about the sorts of foods that keep our bodies healthy 

and why we need these foods. Were all of the foods the caterpillar ate healthy? Some foods are 

nice to have a little of (cakes, biscuits, ice-cream) but why should we not have too much?  

 

Think of a healthy / unhealthy meal for another hungry caterpillar – can you draw it or make it? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtQcnZ2JWsY


regard to eating 

can contribute to 

good health.  

 

Phonics To experience and 

appreciate rhythm 

and rhyme and to 

develop awareness 

of rhythm and 

rhyme in speech.  

 

Playing with words  

Gather together a set of familiar objects with names that have varying syllable patterns – you 

could use the foods from the Very Hungry Caterpillar story (e.g. orange, plum, strawberry, 

apple). Or print out the food pictures from this link. 

https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-

Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-

Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-

Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20

be9  

Show the objects/pictures to your child and name them. Encourage them to think about how 

the name of the object sounds and feels as they say it. Think about the syllables and clap them 

out as you say each word, e.g. two claps for orange, apple and cupcake; one clap for plum; three 

claps for strawberry. Then clap the syllables for a word without saying it and ask: What object 

could that be?  

As your child gains confidence try some long words like binoculars, telephone, dinosaur.  

 

Maths  Uses familiar 

objects and 

common shapes to 

create and recreate 

Check out White Rose Maths. Although it’s written for Reception, these activities are 

appropriate for Nursery too. There is a section all about The Very Hungry Caterpillar on this link. 

It focuses on ‘circles’. 

 

https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20be9
https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20be9
https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20be9
https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20be9
https://content.twinkl.co.uk/resource/3b/87/T-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf?__token__=exp=1591352983~acl=%2Fresource%2F3b%2F87%2FT-T-8695-The-Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Flash-Cards.pdf%2A~hmac=6b5a5962f11b21bd074a0673984fa576a719e313b4564263de36fb42d8f20be9


patterns and build 

models.  

 

https://wrm-13b48.kxcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Day-1-Hungry-Caterpillar.pdf 

 

Create patterns in a range of ways. Complete the patterns in this online game.  

 

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/simple_patterns/eng/Introduction/MainSession.htm 

 

Or use the sheet below for continuing patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understan

ding the 

World 

Talks about why 

things happen and 

how things work. 

Comments and 

asks questions 

about aspects of 

Watch the Caterpillar to Butterfly time lapse:  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63B1lnqPa8k  

 

Can you create your own lifecycle of a caterpillar? You could print out the pictures using this 

link, cut them out and stick them on to paper in the right order. 

 

http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/simple_patterns/eng/Introduction/MainSession.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=63B1lnqPa8k


their familiar world 

such as the place 

where they live or 

the natural world.  

http://resources.sparkleplus.co.uk/sb144.pdf 

 

Do caterpillars actually eat cake like in the story? Research what caterpillars eat using the 

internet. 

 

Taste a range of fruits from story. Cut the fruits open and see what’s inside. Can you make an 

observational drawing of the inside of a fruit?  

 

 

 

Creative Begins to build a 

repertoire of songs 

and dances.  

Engages in 

imaginative role-

play based on own 

first-hand 

experiences.  

Manipulates 

materials to 

Listen to and learn this song about caterpillars. Can you add some actions? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9hmHFQlXXs   

 

Pretend to be a caterpillar: Shuffle and wriggle along the floor with your hands by your sides. 

Then, stand up and turn into a beautiful butterfly and flap your wings to fly around the outside 

space. 



achieve a planned 

effect.  

 

Food caterpillar: Make your own caterpillars out of food to have as a snack. You could use 

round biscuits and green icing to make a biscuit caterpillar or try half an apple for the 

caterpillar’s head and halved grapes for his body. 

Fresh air, 

fitness and 

physical 

 

 

To keep healthy 

both physically and 

mentally. 

Make a splash!  

 

Using a cup or bowl of water make some splashes outside- do the splashes look like anything?  

Sometimes they look like animals or cars for example. Sometimes the splashes just make lovely 

patterns. Keep adding splashes until your masterpiece is finished! Then take a photo to email to 

us. You might notice that the first splash you did is much lighter than the last splash because it 

is drying in the sun.  

 

Staying Active Family Races  

This week you are going to enjoy having some races to keep fit and active. In your garden or in 

an outside space like a field. Use something to mark the start and the finish line. Line up with 

your family, Ready, Set, Go!- who can get to the other end first? Start with simple running races 

and then try variations e.g. walking fast, hopping, skipping. You could even race with a bean bag 

(or a pair of balled up socks) on your head- who has the best balance?  

You could keep a tally of your scores by making marks on a piece of paper. You could have a 

competition with your family!  

 

Life skills & 

helping 

others 

To develop 

independence.  

To work as a team. 

Practise doing up your own zip (and undoing it too). Can you also manage your buttons? 

 

Try peeling your own fruit (we have practised this at Nursery). 



 

Help your grown-ups write a shopping list. Can you hear some of the sounds in the words? Try 

writing them! 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 


