
Nursery Home Learning w/b 22nd June 

 

This half-term we are focusing on ‘Minibeasts’.  This week we are learning all about spiders! In Eric Carle’s story you can hear all 

about a spider who is very busy spinning her web. 

 

Story focus – The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle 

 

Please post your photos and comments on Tapestry! 

 

Area of 

learning 

Purpose Activity 

Language 

& Literacy 

Uses vocabulary 

and forms of 

speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books.  

Describes main 

story settings, 

events and 

principal 

characters. 

Beginning to be 

aware of the way 

Read your child the story of The Very Busy Spider or watch it using this link.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA 

 

Encourage your child to join in with the repeated refrains, e.g. “She was too busy spinning her 

web.”  

Join in with the animal noises. Watch the spider’s web getting bigger and bigger – it’s hard 

work spinning a web! 

 

Sing ‘Incy Wincy Spider’ 

 

Incy wincy spider climbed up the waterspout, 

Down came the rain and washed the spider out, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfL0g-XRxnA


stories are 

structured.  

Suggests how the 

story might end.  

Out came the sun and dried up all the rain, 

So Incy wincy spider climbed up the spout again. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-incy-wincy-spider/zr4yt39 

 

Use lots of actions to act out the spider climbing up the drainpipe. When the rain comes down 

mimic the raindrops falling. Open your arms out wide to show the sun coming out. You can also 

make up your own actions. This is a great song for learning about prepositions, such as up, down, 

high and low. 

 

Sing Little Miss Muffet 

 

Little miss Muffet she sat on her tuffet, eating her curds eating and whey  

Along came a spider who sat down beside her 

And frightened miss Muffet away 

 

Talk about what the unfamiliar words mean, e.g. tuffet, curds and whey. 

 

Watch it here! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74G7cUzNKbc 

 

Phonics To hear and say the 

initial sounds in 

words. To link 

sounds and letters. 

Practise your sounds using this site! 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2yf4j 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74G7cUzNKbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2yf4j


To begin to blend 

sounds together to 

decipher simple 

words. 

 

Try this site to help you form your letters!  

 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/skyWriter/index.html 

 

For a bit more of a challenge, try this blending game. Can you blend the sounds to work out the 

words?  

 

https://www.starfall.com/h/word-machines/word_machine_a/? 

 

Maths  Counts objects to 

10, and begins to 

count beyond 10. 

Selects the correct 

numeral to 

represent 1 to 5, 

then 1 to 10 

objects. Uses the 

language of 

‘more’ and 

‘fewer’ to 

compare two sets 

of objects. Finds 

the total number of 

items in two 

groups by counting 

Check out these lovely White Rose maths activities based on the story. 

 

Day 1 – Webs 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-

school/UploadedDocument/a74861e7893c4ac99d2190849a5549d2/day-1-the-very-busy-

spider.pdf 

 

 
 

Day 2 – Adding and taking away 

Work out how many flies the spider ate each day! 

http://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/skyWriter/index.html
https://www.starfall.com/h/word-machines/word_machine_a/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-school/UploadedDocument/a74861e7893c4ac99d2190849a5549d2/day-1-the-very-busy-spider.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-school/UploadedDocument/a74861e7893c4ac99d2190849a5549d2/day-1-the-very-busy-spider.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-school/UploadedDocument/a74861e7893c4ac99d2190849a5549d2/day-1-the-very-busy-spider.pdf


all of them. Says 

the number that is 

one more than a 

given number.  

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-

school/UploadedDocument/16cb9db1a5c14d1c9b234d8736e775ff/day-2-the-very-busy-spider.pdf 

 

Day 3 – Positional language 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/billingborough-primary-

school/UploadedDocument/3a942d2baf8e424aacbca630fc90695f/day-5-the-very-busy-spider.pdf 

 

Hey Mrs Spider  

Try this catchy counting song!  

 

� Hey Mrs Spider…how many legs have you got?   

� How many eyes have you got?   

� Do you know how many?  

� Do spiders have two eyes?  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=54&v=w6xZttvLJC0&feature=emb_title 

 

Understan

ding the 

World 

Can talk about 

some of the things 

they have observed 

such as plants, 

animals, natural 

and found objects.  

Developing an 

understanding of 

Watch this fascinating BBC Bitesize clip all about spiders – 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8swhyc on spiders 

Find out more about spiders on the internet. Did you know that only a few spiders are harmful 

and most are really helpful? Some catch flies for example.  

In this programme Zoologist Jess French takes a look at some spiders, then accompanies a group 

of children to have a look for webs and eggs. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=54&v=w6xZttvLJC0&feature=emb_title
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/


growth, decay and 

changes over time.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=WUx2qqPUyOI&feature=emb_title 

 

Have a look for spiders and their webs on your walks and in your garden. Remember to be very 

gentle – just look, don’t touch!  

 

Creative Understands that 

different media can 

be combined to 

create new effects. 

Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a planned 

effect. Uses simple 

tools and 

techniques 

competently and 

appropriately.  

 

Have a go at making your own spider web with the help of an adult. Collect sticks from outside 

and lay them over each other. Twist string or wool around the sticks to make a spiral pattern for 

the web. 

 

Or try this web with plasticine or salt dough. Try to avoid the use of plastic if possible. 

 

 

 

 

Can you make your own finger paint spiders? Remember to give them eight legs? Check that they 

have four either side! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=21&v=WUx2qqPUyOI&feature=emb_title


 
 

Or use an eggbox! 

 

 

 

Personal, 

Social & 

Emotional 

developme

nt 

 People are sometimes scared of spiders. There’s no need to be. They are a wonderful minibeast 

that can be fun to watch! Have you ever spotted a web in an unusual place? Have you ever seen 

their webs glistening in the rain? Talk about how you feel about the tiny mini- beasts that you like 

and those that worry you. Do you think minibeasts might be scared of us? We are so big and 

powerful compared with them! 

 

Fresh air, 

fitness and 

physical 

 

 

To keep healthy 

both physically and 

mentally. 

Unleash your inner Spiderman by making your own web!  (see White Rose Maths) 

 

You could use tape or string to make it a 3-D web. 

How will you connect it? How will you have to move to design your web? 



Can you go under, over and through? 

How long did it take you?  

 

 

 

If you have made a sticky web with tape, see who can get the most flies to stick to it! (You could 

use pompoms or other rolled up tape.) Roll 10 or 20 “flies” and see how many go into your web 

or are outside your web. You can do this on the floor like these pictures with tape or just chalk. 

What else will you catch in your web?  

Spiderman ‘shooting webs’ (from White Rose Maths) 

Don’t forget to do your shooting webs exercises! 

Spider lunges here we come. How many webs can you shoot in 1 minute? Grown-ups help us time 

ourselves. Can you get to count to 20? Push your spider-muscles!  



       
 

 

Get Moving!  

What moves can you make with your body. Get a grown- up to photograph you as you move 

under things over, in and even through! Remember next to, behind and in front of.  

 

Family 

time 

To enjoy some 

quality time with 

loved ones. 

Have a family ‘movie day or night’. Make tickets, prepare snacks and snuggle up under a 

blanket together. Watch this loveable film about a spider called Charlotte and her friend Wilbur the 

pig. 

 

Watch the official trailer for Charlotte’s Web here - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=bu-cNSjzABI&feature=emb_title 

 

If you can’t find Charlotte’s Web then choose another film! Do you have any 

film recommendations for your friends? 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=7&v=bu-cNSjzABI&feature=emb_title


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Try these other spider-related stories! 

 

             



 
 

 

 


