
Nursery Home Learning w/b 6th July 

 

This half-term we are focusing on ‘Minibeasts’.  This week we are hearing about a ladybird with a very bad temper.  

 

Story focus – The Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle  

 

Please post your photos and comments on Tapestry! 

 

Area of 

learning 

Purpose Activity 

Language 

& Literacy 

Uses vocabulary 

and forms of 

speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books.  

Describes main 

story settings, 

events and 

principal 

characters. 

Beginning to be 

aware of the way 

stories are 

structured.  

Read your child the story of The Bad Tempered Ladybird or watch it using this link.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFMaEVfntnM 

 

Encourage your child to join in with the repeated refrains e.g. ‘Hey you, do you want a fight?’ 

and ‘You’re not big enough!’. 

 

Have a chat about the story  

What did you like about the story? 

Is there anything that you didn’t like? 

What was your favourite animal in the story? 

Can you think of a new animal that could be in the story?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFMaEVfntnM


 

Extends vocabulary, 

especially by 

grouping and 

naming, exploring 

the meaning and 

sounds of new 

words.  

Uses talk to 

organise, sequence 

and clarify thinking, 

ideas, feelings and 

events.  

 

Begins to form 

recognisable 

letters.  

Add a new page to the book. Choose a new animal for the ladybird to meet and draw a new part 

of the story.  For example, the bad-tempered ladybird might meet a kangaroo or a giraffe or a 

tiger. What would he say to them? What would they say to him?  

Why do you think the ladybird is so angry in the beginning? What should he have said to the 

friendly ladybird? 

Why do you think that the friendly ladybird never fights anyone? Do you think he is a brave 

ladybird? Why? 

Try retelling the story using these stick puppets: 

https://primarysite-prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/900e3fee1da74bf69911b82ffa11e001/stic

k-puppets-the-bad-tempered-ladybird.pdf 

Practise writing your name again. Can you form all your letters correctly?  

 

Phonics Maintains 

attention, 

concentrates and 

sits quietly during 

appropriate 

activity.  

Match the animals with their sounds in the Phonics Play game! 

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1/welcome-to-the-zoo 

 

Sound stimuli - Click any of the yellow bubbles to hear a random sound. Some are real sounds 

and others are funny sound effects. Some start off quietly and gradually get louder, some are long 

and some are short so there's lots to talk about. 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/900e3fee1da74bf69911b82ffa11e001/stick-puppets-the-bad-tempered-ladybird.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/900e3fee1da74bf69911b82ffa11e001/stick-puppets-the-bad-tempered-ladybird.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/900e3fee1da74bf69911b82ffa11e001/stick-puppets-the-bad-tempered-ladybird.pdf
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1/welcome-to-the-zoo


To hear and say the 

initial sounds in 

words. To link 

sounds and letters. 

To begin to blend 

sounds together to 

decipher simple 

words. Continues a 

rhyming string.  

 

 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1/sound-starters 

 

Have a go at this lovely ‘I-Spy’ game! Using the sheet below, can you find things that begin 

with the sounds we have learnt? Can you point to a picture and say the sound it begins with? 

Alternatively, use this checklist to tick off the things you have found – 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/silvertrees-

academytrust/UploadedDocument/62725061165b4b279fcc4bfc10bf4740/checklist.pdf 

 

Try the alliteration home-learning challenge below! 

 

Keep going with your sound blending. Let me know how you’re getting on! 

 

https://www.starfall.com/h/word-machines/word_machine_a/? 

 

There is an oral blending and segmenting challenge below too! 

 

Maths  Orders two or 

three items by 

length or height.  

Uses everyday 

language related to 

time.  

In the book there are lots of different animals of different sizes. This week have some measuring 

fun at home and compare sizes of different things. Here are some ideas for you:  

 Draw around everyone’s feet, cut them out and compare them.  

 Grow some beans at home and track their height as they start to grow.  

 Have a jumping competition and see who can jump the furthest.  

 Which of your cars can travel the furthest down a ramp?  

 Can you draw a small, medium sized and large animal?  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/1/sound-starters
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/silvertrees-academytrust/UploadedDocument/62725061165b4b279fcc4bfc10bf4740/checklist.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/silvertrees-academytrust/UploadedDocument/62725061165b4b279fcc4bfc10bf4740/checklist.pdf
https://www.starfall.com/h/word-machines/word_machine_a/


Orders and 

sequences familiar 

events.  

Measures short 

periods of time in 

simple ways.  

 

 

 How high can you jump? Jump and tap the wall, get someone to help you measure it.  

 Can you think of your own measuring challenges?  

The ladybird passes the whole day flying around and meeting other creatures he wants to fight 

with. There are lots of times in the book. Did you notice them?  

Have fun learning about time this week. What time do you get up? 

What time do you go to bed? 

What time is lunch?                   

Do you have a clock or watch in your home to look at?     

   Can you make your own clock?  

We can measure time in different ways 

 

We can measure long times in years, months, weeks and days. (How many years old are you?)  

We can measure medium times in hours. (How many hours until we go to bed?)  

We can measure smaller times in minutes. (How many minutes does it take to brush your teeth?)  

We can measure really small times in seconds. (How many seconds does it take to count to 20?)  



Have fun using a stopwatch with your family members, trying some timed challenges. 

Here are some ideas:  

• How many jumps can you do in 30 seconds?  

• How many laps of the garden in 1 minute?  

• How many times can you bounce the ball in 30 seconds?  

• How long does it take you to do 20 jumping jacks?  

• Can you think of your own challenge?  

 

Understan

ding the 

World 

Can talk about 

some of the things 

they have observed 

such as plants, 

animals, natural 

and found objects.  

Developing an 

understanding of 

growth, decay and 

changes over time.  

Shows care and 

concern for living 

things. 

Did you know that ladybirds have an interesting life-cycle? Have you ever seen a baby ladybird? 

They don’t look the same as the adult. See if you can find out about the life-cycle of the ladybird 

and create a life-cycle drawing just like you did for the butterfly? 

The pictures below depict the life-cycle of a ladybird ; 

https://primarysite-prod-

sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/df1785cfdbe3498ba1334fc5d9c74083/lad

ybird-lifecycle-cards.pdf 

 

CBeebies clip - join Jess as she tells us all about ladybirds: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl7KqpqoN9o 

 

Learn more about ladybirds here: 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/df1785cfdbe3498ba1334fc5d9c74083/ladybird-lifecycle-cards.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/df1785cfdbe3498ba1334fc5d9c74083/ladybird-lifecycle-cards.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/berryhill/UploadedDocument/df1785cfdbe3498ba1334fc5d9c74083/ladybird-lifecycle-cards.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nl7KqpqoN9o


http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/ladybirds/ 

 

Maybe if you are lucky you will spot a baby ladybird in your garden or on your walks!  

 

Creative Understands that 

different media can 

be combined to 

create new effects. 

Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a planned 

effect. Uses simple 

tools and 

techniques 

competently and 

appropriately.  

Begins to build a 

repertoire of songs 

and dances.  

 

Make a bad-tempered ladybird picture of you, by sticking a photograph of your cross face on to a 

ladybird painting! Please show me these on Tapestry! 

 

                Paint stones to make ladybird decorations. 

 

  Use recycled materials from around your home to make ladybird 

models. 

 

Sing along to the 5 Little Ladybirds song: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4Hih_00KT0 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/ladybirds/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4Hih_00KT0


Personal, 

Social & 

Emotional 

developme

nt 

To think and talk 

about our feelings. 

To develop 

strategies for calm 

and relaxation. 

We all feel angry sometimes.  

Talk about what makes you feel angry.  

What can you do to help you calm down when you feel angry?  

It is okay to feel angry but we need to make sure that we have ways to help us deal with that 

anger. We do not want to lose control and stop using our thinking brains. If we let our feeling 

brains make the decisions we can sometimes do silly things.  

 

Here are some videos and fun activities you can do to help you find a sense of peace and calm:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEEJT9cYsm0  

https://family.gonoodle.com/channels/flow  

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

  

Fresh air, 

fitness and 

physical 

 

To keep healthy 

both physically and 

mentally. 

Make up an exercise workout for your family. Each move has to be based on one of the animals in 

the story. You could buzz around the room like a wasp or scuttle on the floor like a beetle or jump 

up and down like a gorilla! Have fun making up your moves and then get your family to join in 

with your animal workout!  

Life skills To develop 

independence and 

team work. 

You have practised lots of different life skills during home learning. Try to do some of these things 

each day – 

 Make the bed 

 Put away clean clothes 

 Match socks 

 Clear the kitchen table 

 Wipe up spills 

 Water the plants 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iEEJT9cYsm0
https://family.gonoodle.com/channels/flow
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga


 Feed pets 

 Put toys away 

 Put shoes away 

 Put dirty clothes in the washing basket 

 Place books on bookshelf 

 Fetch nappies/wipes 

 Help set the table 

 

 

             

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 


