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St. Augustine’s Catholic Primary School 
We try to follow Jesus by loving each other and caring for God’s world. 

NEWSLETTER ~ 11th September 2020 

SAFETY FIRST 
 
We really appreciate your patience as the new systems 
for drop off and pick up have been put in place. I know 
that it can take more time, but we want to make sure 
everyone is safe. 
Next week there will be less staff on duty as we trust 
that you are all aware of the new systems and can 
follow the rules without supervision. 
 
Please remember: 
 ONE parent / carer to drop off and pick up children from a family. 
 Nursery, Reception, and Years 1, 2, 3 & 4 children must have an adult 

with them to walk to their playground. 
 Follow the one way system around the school between 8:30am - 9:15am 

and 2:30pm - 3:15pm. 
 Between 9:15am and 2:30pm, access to the school is through the 

pedestrian gate by the car park. 
 KS2 parents, pick up from the class zones on the upper playground. 

Please do not wait in the willow area. 
 Please keep socially distanced from other families. 
 DO NOT PARK ON CLEVES WAY or DROP OFF children here. 
 
ROAD SAFETY 
 
There have been at least two dangerous road accidents this week near our 
school. WE MUST PROTECT EACH OTHER. 

 Drive slowly and carefully around the school. 
 Park in a car park 
DO NOT PARK OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL OR ON SIDE STREETS. 
 Walk your child/ren safely right up to the playground. 
 
 
Safety Information 

The handbook and school risk assessment can be found on the school website: 
http://www.st-augustines.norfolk.sch.uk/covid-19-risk-assessment/ 
 
 
 

Preparation is Everything! 
 

 
This week in assembly, we heard the story of the house built 
on rocks and the house built on sand. The story 
passes on some good advice about planning 
and being prepared. 

 
What is a piece of good advice that you 
have heard recently? 

How would you act on that piece of advice? 

http://www.st-augustines.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.st-augustines.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.st-augustines.norfolk.sch.uk/covid-19-risk-assessment/


Reporting Child Absence’s 
In the event of absence, please ensure the school office is contacted before 9:15am on the first day to explain the 
absence. Please be specific about the illness as saying sick can cover many things. If we have not been notified of 
a reason for absence by this time, regulations state that the absence must be recorded as ‘unauthorised’. We will 
call the contacts we have for your child if we haven't heard why they are absent for Safeguarding concerns. 
 

Walking Norfolk for Rach 
 
We would like to promote this fundraising event that has been organised by 
the Dunscombe family. 
 
Matt Dunscombe is walking 91 miles in memory of his wife Rachel for 
Nelson's Journey because the charity supports and helps bereaved children. 
 
You can donate to this worthy cause using this link:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rach-dunscombe 

Uniform and Jewellery 
Everyone looks very smart in their school uniform this week! Please remember that children should not be wearing 
any jewellery to school. Your child should arrive at school wearing their PE kit on the day they have PE.  
 
PE Days 
Otters: Mondays and Wednesdays Dragons: Wednesdays  Eagles: Fridays 
Rabbits: Tuesdays and Thursdays Griffins: Wednesdays  Falcons: Fridays 
Squirrels: Mondays and Thursdays Phoenix: Wednesdays  Kestrels: Fridays 
 
Home Information  
If your family circumstances mean that parental responsibility is shared, and both sets of parents/carers require 
school reports, newsletter and photographs sent home, please provide the information to the office. We understand 
how important it is for all parents/carers to be involved in the education school life of their child.  If this applies to 
you, please let us know. 
 
Equipment 
Please make sure all your child's uniform and personal belongings are clearly named.  Uniform that is not named 
will be washed and put on the second-hand uniform rail to be sold. 
 
Late Items 
Any items brought to the office must be clearly marked with child's name and class. Items not named may not get to 
the right child. 

Asthma Inhalers  
If your child is an asthma sufferer, please can we remind you to either collect a form or download one from our 
website to complete and return with all inhalers and spacers, which were taken home at the end of last term. 
 
Year 5 and 6 going home arrangements 
Year 5 and 6 children are allowed to walk home on their own but the school must have a note giving them 
permission from a parent/carer. 
 
Administration 
Please can we ask parents to ease the burden on the Office.  In particular, requests for copies of school reports, 
passport applications and visas should be kept to a minimum. Should parents need these documents please can 
they be aware that the school will need a minimum of 48 hours to provide these services. 

Playground Equipment 
Please make sure all children are kept off the playground equipment before and after school due to health and 
safety reasons thank you. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rach-dunscombe


School Lunches and Pupil Premium 
 
Children can choose between having a cooked dinner and bringing their own packed lunch– these are 
ordered on WisePay. Please make sure all meals are booked by 11.30pm on Sunday night for the week 
commencing. The system closes at this time so no more meals can be ordered. The school cannot take 
orders at the office as the school cook orders food in advance and there is no guarantee your child will 
get the meal they would like.  
 
Under the Government’s Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme, all pupils in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 are entitled to a free school meal. Children in KS2 can have a school meal at a cost of 
£2.30 per day, unless you are a low income family, in which case your child may be entitled to a free meal 
under the Free School Meals scheme. 
 
Who qualifies for free school meals? 
Free school meals can only be awarded if you or your partner are claiming either; 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as 
assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guaranteedelement of Pension Credit 

 Working Tax Credit run on – paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

 Universal Credit - In England, if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be 
less than £7400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get).  
 
If the criteria above applies to you, it is important that you apply to see if you are eligible under the Free 
School Meal Scheme. This applies even if your child is in Reception or KS1 and entitled to the Uni-
versal Infant Free School Meals, as it will automatically follow them through the school. The other 
benefit from being eligible for free school meals pupils, is that the school can claim the Pupil Premium 
Grant. 
 
What is Pupil Premium? 
Pupil Premium is extra money paid directly to schools for each child who is eligible for free school meals 
due to the household being on a low income. It is used to support your child’s education. This can mean 
academic support, financial help such as free school trips and after-school clubs and other ways 
in which we can support your child. This will be carried out in a confidential manner, so that your child 
would not be identifiable to other students or parents. 
 
How to apply 
You can apply for free school meals online using your Norfolk Education Online (NEO) account. You can 
use the same account for 2-year-old child-care funding and school admissions. 
If you have applied for school admissions online before, you may already have an account. 
 
WisePay 
In order to make payments to the school as easy as possible for both parents and the school, payments 

are paid online through WisePay®. Payments for school dinners, trips, breakfast club, 
etc. are all paid this way, although we will still ask for cash or cheques for charity or 
sponsored events and other instances where small payments are expected. You will be 
able to pay through debit card or credit card. Further details will be sent once you are 
set up on the WisePay® system. 



Attendance 
 
Good attendance is vital for your child to access every learning opportunity possible 
in order to reach their full potential. Our school has a current aspirational target of 
97.3%. We celebrate pupils with 100% attendance at regular points in the year. 
The school day starts promptly at 8.55am and finishes at 3.00pm. Punctuality and 
attendance is monitored weekly and we work with parents to ensure every child is in 

school on-time and ready to learn. 
If your child is unwell please notify the school office by calling 01603 743371 by 9.30am. In the case of 
sickness or diarrhoea, pupils are not expected to return to school for 48 hours after their last episode. 
Holidays in term-time are not permitted and therefore will not be authorised. Parents taking their children 
out for a holiday may be subject to a fine as issued by Norfolk County Council in the form of a penalty 
notice. 
Where possible we ask that all appointments, including medical, are booked out of school hours. In line 
with our Attendance Policy, proof of appointment is requested. 
Please notify the school of any planned absences by completing a ‘Notification of Absence’ form, 
available from the school office. 
 
What constitutes good attendance? 
In order for a child’s attendance to be deemed good it must be 96% or above: 

 100% -98% Excellent Attendance 

 9% - 96% Expected Attendance 

 9% - 90% Risk of underachievement 

 9% - 85% Serious risk of underachievement 
 
Below 85% Extreme risk of underachievement 
 

FOSA (Friends of St Augustine’s) 
 
FOSA is a parent-led voluntary group, who support the school through many different 
events and fundraising activities. These include Christmas and Summer Fayres, 
‘Sponsored Walk’, ‘Taste of the Nations’ family event and regular school discos.  All 
monies raised are fed back into the school and are used to subsidise trips, books for 
the library, educational workshops, provide transport for trips and purchases of 
equipment such as iPads, outdoor equipment and much more. The school is very grateful for the work 
that FOSA does and encourages all families to actively support their events.  
 
You will find a newsletter from FOSA attached to the school’s newsletter. 

Polite Request From The Neighbours 
 
The school has received a phone call today requesting that parents keep their 
children to the footpath and avoid walking on  residents gardens and lawns as 
they walk down from the church on Hussenbeth Close and Cleaves Way. Please 
respect their property as we do not want to lose the good relationship we have 
with the community thank you! 

 Update your child’s emergency contact details 
Due to changes in the updated government document ‘Keeping Children Safe In Education’, it is 
recommended that schools should have two emergency contacts for every child at the school. 

Please could you ensure that the school has up to date details for two adult contacts for your children. 

 
Update you child’s Medical Needs 
Please ensure that your children’s medical needs information is updated on our school systems. 
If your child has any medication in school, please ensure that it is in date. 
 



Term Dates 

2020/21 
School Closes 

(Last day children attend school) 

School Opens 

(First day children come back) 

Autumn Term Begins --- Thursday 3rd September 2020 

Autumn Half Term Break Friday 23rd October 2020 Monday 2nd November 2020 

Christmas Holidays 
Friday 18th December 2020  

at 1:30pm 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 

Spring Half Term Break Friday 12th February 2021 Monday 22nd February 2021 

Easter Holidays 
Friday 26th March 2021  

at 1:30pm 
Monday 12th April 2021 

Summer Half Term Break Friday 28th May 2021 Monday 7th June 2021 

Summer Holidays 
Friday 16th July 2021  

at 1:30pm 
--- 

 
Dates For Your Diary 
 
Individual and Family Photos — Thursday 13th October 2020 
 
Flu Vaccination —  Thursday 19th November 2020 Reception to Year 6      
 
 
 
Out of School Hours Clubs 

 
KS1 Multi-Skills Tuesdays 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
KS2 Tennis Thursdays 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
--- 
 
KS2 French Club Wednesdays 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 
KS1 French Club Thursdays 2:45pm - 3:45pm 
 
 
 


