
 
Welcome to the  

Reception newsletter  
4th December 2020  

We have had another busy week in Reception, with lots of learning and excitement. The children have 
been exploring the number 5 in maths, and have been thinking about 1 more and 1 less. We have 
started to explore baptism in RE, and have looked at some of the photos you have shared of your 
children’s baptisms and birthdays. We have been exploring the book ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver 
Jeffers in our Talk4Writing sessions, and have had a go at considering our own ideas for what we 
could catch and how. We have been learning about the letters ‘k’, ‘e’, and ‘u’, in our phonics lessons, 
and practicing writing them. We have also learned the digraph ‘ck’ and talked about how it only makes 
one sound, and we have learnt about the word ‘to’ and how it cannot be sounded out phonetically (we 
call these words ‘tricky words’). Our PE lessons have used a pirate theme to engage the children 
whilst practicing their physical skills and following instructions. We have also had a visit from a cheeky 
elf called Pip, who has really excited the children!  

Next week, we will be learning about the letters ‘r’, ‘h’ and ‘b’ in our phonics lessons, and will be 
continuing our Talk4Writing sessions using How to Catch a Star as an inspiration for developing our 
own story ideas. We will learn more about baptism in RE, and will continue to use our pirate theme to 
practice our learning in PE. Our maths sessions will continue to focus on exploring numbers in greater 
depth, as well as learning about timings such as night and day.  

Toilet issues 
It has been brought to our attention by the cleaners that children are putting paper towels down the 
toilet and in the boy’s urinals, despite our continued discussion on this subject. Please could you 
have a chat with your children about following school rules, and the importance of not blocking the 
toilets. Thank you.  
 
Reading books 
We will be sending home a printed information leaflet about our reading scheme of learning, and this 
will contain your child’s unique login information. Please keep an eye out for this in your child’s book 
bag.  

Illness 
Can you please make sure you let the office staff know if your child is going to be ill, and do not 
contact your child's teacher directly. A parent must call the school office, and must give a reason why 
their child is going to be absent.  



Reception timing  
Please remember, Reception class arrival time is 9am. The only children who are permitted to arrive 
at an earlier time are those with older siblings who have an earlier arrival time. Please wait for 
your child’s teacher to come and collect your child, and do not bring them up to the office unless you 
are late. 
 
Toys from home 
Please do not allow your child to bring toys from home. We cannot keep these safe, and it is against 
current Covid-19 guidelines.  

As always, please come and talk to us if you have any questions, or send us an email.  

Mrs Buddle, Mrs Kirby, and Miss Turner 


