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What a busy week we have had. We have explored the composition of numbers up to 10 in our 
maths lessons, using resources such as numicon and cubes to support our learning. We have 
recapped the phase 3 sounds y, z, zz, and qu in greater depth, and practiced reading and writing 
words with these sounds in. We have continued to think about growth, and we have explored 
different fruits and vegetables, and where they grow, as well as which vegetables grow in different 
countries. Many of the children are very curious about how and where things grow, so we have 
used this interest to support our free play provision, offering children the chance to explore how 
seeds grow and giving them the opportunity to plant their own seeds to bring home and take care 
of. We would love for you to share pictures of your child taking care of their plant at home on 
Tapestry! 
 
Next week, we will be recapping the sounds ch, sh, th, and ng (known as digraphs), as well as 
learning to recognise the phase 2 tricky words. In our maths learning, we will continue to focus on 
the composition of numbers, including using the Spindarella story to support our understanding of 
this. We will also be exploring the work of Matisse next week, and using this to represent nature 
through art.  
 
 
Reading books 
We have attached a letter below (at the bottom of this newsletter) about reading books for your 
children, to confirm how this will work.  
 
Clothing and drinks 
Now the weather is (hopefully) starting to get more warm and sunny, we would like to remind you to 
consider whether your child needs sunscreen applied before school or a sun hat, as in our outdoor 
area there is very little shade. Please also ensure that your child brings a bottle of water to school, 
so they can stay hydrated over the course of the day, which is especially important as the days 
become warmer. 
 
Of course, the weather changes very quickly, so it may be that one day they need a sun hat, and 
the following day they need a scarf! We appreciate it can be difficult to predict sometimes, but 
please make sure that your child comes appropriately dressed for the day ahead. 
 
PE - change of day for Hedgehogs 
In case anyone missed this in last week's newsletter, there will be a temporary change of day for 
Hedgehogs class to have their PE lesson (Owls will continue to have their PE lessons on a Friday). 
Until further notice, Hedgehogs will have their PE lesson on a Thursday.  
 
Naming clothing 
We have a lot of unnamed clothing being left behind each day. Please make sure you write your 
child's name in everything (even their shoes!). If we cannot identify whom the unclaimed items 
belong to, then we will place them in the lost property box located in the school foyer. We 
recommend that you check your children’s items regularly, as names can become faded with 
regular washing.  

 
 
Dates for your diary  
 

● PE days - every Friday for Owls class, and every Thursday (until further notice) for 
Hedgehogs class.. Please be sure to send your child in a suitable (named!) PE kit and 
sports shoes, and ensure they are not wearing any jewellery or make up. 

● SEND meetings for parents of children who have any special educational needs - 26th - 



28th April. You will be contacted individually to confirm your appointment.  
 

 
As always, please come and talk to us if you have any questions, or send us an email. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 

 
Mrs Buddle, Mrs Kirby, and Miss Turner 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading with your child at home 

 
Some children have now begun to take books home to read with you.  

Please do not worry if they haven’t yet, there are lots of reasons for this.  

OFSTED guidelines have changed recently and suggest children do not 

take a book home to read until they can read it without help from an adult.  

This means we practice reading a lot in school, teaching your child how to 

read and blend the sounds together, before they bring a book home to you.  

We have recently checked every child’s progress in phonics and know 

which letter sounds they know, which they need to learn next and whether 

they can read words or simple sentences independently.  Children should 

not be taking reading books home that they still need to be taught.  It is also very important that 

children are able to talk about books and answer questions about them. Your child may begin by 

taking wordless books home, so that they can talk about the pictures and discuss what is happening, 

without having to decode words, if they are not ready to do this.  We may also send some games or 

cards home, to help your child develop those pre reading skills. 

 

When your child takes a book home, they will also have a reading record book that staff and parents 

can write in, to keep a track of books and to help communication between home and school. 

● Please date and sign the reading record book, when you share the book with your child at 

home. 

● It is also very helpful if you want to comment on the reading. 

● You do not need to write down other books you are reading to your child, but feel free to 

share these experiences on Tapestry with us if you wish! 

● If your child is stuck on a word, support them to sound it out themselves and then blend the 

sounds together.  For example; b....u....s    b..u..s    bus! 

● There are also tricky words that cannot be blended together such as ‘the’, ‘to’ and ‘me’.  We 

will provide bookmarks with these on, for practice. 

● If your child does not want to read, is too tired or is not in the mood, put the books away and 

try again another time. 

● Please make sure the reading books are kept in the blue schoolbook bag they were given and 

brought to school every day.  We never know which day we will read them, so they need to be 

available to us at all times. 

● Please read the book at least three times a week, with your child. Your child can read the 

same book multiple times.  

● Staff will then read with your child individually and change the books once a week. 

● All reading books will be carefully selected to reflect your child’s knowledge of letter sounds, 

ability to blend the sounds into words and ability to talk about the book and answer questions. 

● With 45 children in Reception, it is not possible to read with each child individually, more than 

once a week. However, we practice reading skills every day in our phonics lessons. 



● Staff will also make some appropriate books available online on Phonics Bug, along with the 

usual phonics games. 

Above all we want all children to love books and reading and never want it to feel like a chore.  Please 

continue to share picture books and family favourites at home, encouraging your child to join in with 

favourite parts, talking about the story and answering questions. 

 

Happy reading! 

 


