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This week, we have continued to explore mini beasts, and have made our own fact books about 
worms, snails and butterflies. We have even made our own wormeries, so the children can observe 
worms in their habitat. We have also continued to explore addition, subtraction and problem solving in 
our maths lessons, and we are really pleased with how confident the children are becoming with using 
number sentences to explain their findings (for example ‘I know that 5 plus 5 plus 1 is the same as 11, 
because I know that 5 plus 5 equals 10, and adding 1 more makes 11’). We have covered the sounds 
‘’ur’, ‘ow’, and ‘oi’ in our phonics lessons, as well as exploring tricky words and recapping previously 
taught sounds, and we have been using our phonics knowledge to write words, captions and 
sentences. Our RE this week has focused on churches, their uses, and what makes them a special 
place, and our PE has consolidated our learning on balance while being still and whilst moving.  
 
We hope the children have a restful break next week, filled with lots of play and relaxing. However, if 
you would like to continue any learning at home over this time then please continue to access your 
Phonics Bug account, where your child can read online books and play phonics games. Your child 
can also practice writing using their letter strips which we recently sent home, and their tricky word 
bookmarks.  
 
Mrs Jeal to return after half term 
Mrs Jeal, who has been on maternity leave, will be returning to Reception after half term. Although 
Mrs Jeal has not been with the children this academic year, some of you will already know her as a 
teacher of previous Reception years. Mrs Jeal will be teaching in both Owl and Hedgehog classes 
one day per week, and is looking forward to getting to know the children. 
 
Backpacks 
Could we kindly ask that you do not send your child with backpacks to school. The only bag they 
need is their bookbag, and we do not have the space to store any other bags. Rucksacks on pegs 
are causing problems, as they do not leave space for other children to hang their belongings. Thank 
you.  
 
Sun cream 
Hopefully, the weather will shortly start to become warmer as we approach the summer months. 
Please make sure that your child is suitably dressed for lots of time outside (with very little shade), 
that they are wearing suncream, and that they have a sun hat and sunscreen to reapply if 
necessary. It is also very important they come to school with a named water bottle each day, to 
stay hydrated. 
 
Please note, staff are unable to apply sunscreen, so you will need to teach your child how to apply 
this themselves, and make sure it has their name on.  
 
Books left in bags / book bags 
Please could you leave your child’s reading book and reading log in their book bag at all times. 
We are struggling to change books because so many people are not bringing their books to school 
each day. If this continues, we will be unable to provide your child with another book to read at 
home.  
 
 
Dates for your diary 
 

● PE days - every Friday for Owls class, and every Thursday for Hedgehogs class. Please 
be sure to send your child in a suitable (named!) PE kit and sports shoes, and, as always, 
ensure they are not wearing any jewellery or make up. 

 

 



As always, please come and talk to us if you have any questions, or send us an email. 
 
Have a lovely half term holiday, 
 
Mrs Buddle, Mrs Kirby, and Miss Turner 


