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The children have come back from half term with buckets full of enthusiasm! Pants fever has taken 
over the classrooms as the children have tried to investigate who left mystery pants in our 
classroom, and then stole the pants from our trap! After exploring whether it was aliens, dinosaurs 
or pirates, we decided from our evidence it must be pirates. This excitement has given us lots of 
opportunities to write letters and make maps, investigate clues, and design our own pants, amongst 
many other things. In our maths lessons, we have focussed on subtraction, and in our phonics 
lessons we have practiced the sounds air, ure, and er, as well as recapping our phase 3 tricky 
words. We have explored more about churches in our RE learning, and our PE has focussed on ball 
skills.  
 
Next week, we will be practicing our phase 3 tricky words in greater depth, as well as exploring 
spatial reasoning and measuring in our maths learning. We will continue to use the children's 
interest in pirates to explore different materials, such as which pirate treasure is magnetic. We will 
continue practicing our ball skills in PE.  
 
Sun cream 
Thank you to those of you who have brought their child sun cream and a sun hat. It has been very 
hot outside for the children this week! 
 
Ideas to support your child at home 
As we approach the end of your child’s time with us in Reception, here are some ideas of things you 
can practice at home to support your child’s transition into year 1: 

● Practice phase 3 tricky words, and ensure your child understands they cannot be sounded 
out 

● When reading, talk about the features of writing your child notices, such as punctuation and 
capital letters. 

● Practice correct letter formation. 
● Practice addition and subtraction using any resources you have, for example toy cars or 

teddies, and encourage your child to record this in a meaningful way which they can 
explain.  

● Read lots of books, encouraging your child to blend to read, and talk about what they have 
read.  

 
 
Dates for your diary 
 

● PE days - every Friday for Owls class, and every Thursday for Hedgehogs class. Please 
be sure to send your child in a suitable (named!) PE kit and sports shoes, and, as always, 
ensure they are not wearing any jewellery or make up. 

 

 
As always, please come and talk to us if you have any questions, or send us an email. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Mrs Buddle, Mrs Kirby, Mrs Jeal, and Miss Turner 


