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Welcome to the Reception 
newsletter  

29th April 2022 
 
 

 

What’s been happening in Owls and Hedgehogs classes… 
 

We have all settled back into the school routines well, and the children have impressed us with 
their super engagement and creative ideas. Many children were keen to share their Easter 

celebrations and holiday stories, so we have been exploring and comparing our Easter traditions. 
This has linked to our learning on the Easter story and the life of Jesus, and we have explored 

what Easter means for Catholics. This also provided an excellent opportunity to consider the idea 
of new life and Springtime, and this has led to conversations about growth and the time it takes to 
grow plants and flowers. To explore this further we have read the book ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, 
and we have used this to support many areas of learning. For example, we received an incredibly 

neat letter from the giant which helped us to develop our own writing skills, such as letter 
formation and the use of finger spaces, capital letters and full stops. We also received a letter 

from Jack, who needed help with checking the amount of beans he had, which gave us a chance 
to practice our estimation skills. We have also been investigating shape, and used the concept of 

egg rolling to explore the properties of 3d shape, and we have considered ideas such as what 
makes something better at rolling and which shapes are better for building a stable ramp. We 

have been learning to read the sounds ‘ur’, ‘ow’, ‘oi’, ‘ear’, ‘air’, ‘ure’ and ‘er’, as well as practising 
reading the phase 2 and 3 tricky words. We have practised the skills of joining different materials 

together using a range of materials, such as scissors, glue and tape.. Our PE has focused on 
agility, using balls and equipment to represent beans like Jack’s. 

 
Our key vocabulary for this fortnight: grow, time, estimate 

 

 
 

The coming weeks in Owls and Hedgehogs classes… 
 

We will use the children’s interest in growth to plant our own beans, and we will be able to 
(hopefully!) watch them grow over the next few weeks. We will also explore more on castles, and 
what life might have been like years ago for the people who lived in them. We will consolidate our 
phonics learning to date, and spend more time focussing on the tricky words (words which cannot 

be sounded out). We will also explore numbers to 10 in increasing depth, including inverse and 
subtraction facts.  

 

 

Newsletter - now fortnightly 
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We have decided to reduce our newsletter to once a fortnight, and this will now be sent out every 
other Friday. Any urgent messages will be sent out separately.  
 
Staffing in Reception 
Just a reminder about our staffing changes in Reception. We have welcomed Miss Ramsdale to 
Reception, who will be teaching in Owls on Monday, and Hedgehogs on Tuesday.  
 
 
Dates for your diary 
  

● Mon 2nd May - bank holiday - school closed 
 

 

Please feel free to come and talk to us if you have any questions, or send us an email. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Mrs Buddle, Mrs Kirby, and Miss Ramsdale 
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